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Short conference report 

On 25 and 26 April 2016, the conference 'EU-Latin America Dialogue on Raw Materials: 

enhancing the co-operation' was held at Expomin 2016 (the XIV World Mining Exhibition and 

Congress for Latin America) Expominat Espacio Riesco Convention Centre in Santiago, 

Chile. Expomin was inaugurated by the President of Chile Michelle Bachelet, in the presence 

of Chile’s Mining Minister Aurora Williams. Expomin provided a platform for discussing the 

national mining programme with a view to enhancing the industry's productivity and 

sustainability, in the context of decreasing commodity prices. 

 

The conference was attended by close to 80 high-level participants representing mining 

ministries and geological surveys in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and 

Uruguay, the European Commission Directorate-General for the Environment (DG ENV), the 

Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW) 

and the Joint Research Centre (JRC), the EU Delegation to Chile, research institutions, 

industry, research funding organisations and other interested organisations. 

 

High-level speakers from mining ministries and agencies in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 

Colombia, Mexico and Peru shared information on mineral policy frameworks, activities and 

challenges in their respective countries’ mining sectors. All mining countries had been 

affected by decreasing commodity prices and sought to improve their competitive advantage 

by various means: the new government in Argentina has aligned the statutory institutional 

framework with the rule of law; Brazil is diversifying its mineral raw materials production into 

niche products like rare earth elements (REEs) or lithium, and is producing fertilisers for its 

large agro sector rather than import them; Chile is investing in order to exploit its lithium 

deposits; Colombia is combating illegal mining activities; Mexico supports mining activities 

with loans, technical assistance and training; and Peru is providing international investors 

with increasing comprehensive geological and marine information obtained by deploying 

boats as well as satellites (both its own and Copernicus). 

 

Furthermore, companies and industry associations explained how they work towards 

sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development and environment protection. It 

was widely acknowledged that sustainable development is inseparable from value creation, 

and vice versa. The DG ENV presentation encouraged the audience to develop a circular 

economy across the raw materials life cycle. Each country faces specific challenges in its 

pursuit of sustainable development, but the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
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adopted by the United Nations for sustained and inclusive economic growth, social 

development and environment protection apply to all. The European Industrial Minerals 

Association (IMA) and the company Sibelco reported how the mining industry works towards 

meeting these SDGs. 

 

This third EU-Latin America Dialogue on Raw Materials follows the first in 2014 in Lima, 

Peru and the second in 2015 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. At the first EU-Latin 

American dialogue on raw materials in 2014, the foundation was laid for implementing the 

Letters of Intent to launch bilateral cooperation on raw materials with Argentina, Chile, 

Colombia, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay, as signed by the Vice-President of the European 

Commission Mr Antonio Tajani. Since bilateral cooperation existed with Brazil, the Lima 

event had provided the opportunity to agree on a way forward.  

 

At the second EU-Latin American dialogue on raw materials in 2015, the areas of policy, 

specific investment projects and technological cooperation were explored, and a partnership 

with Copernicus had been put forward to the audience. It appears that topics reflecting the 

real needs of industry and citizens had been discussed at the events.  

 

At this third meeting, a wealth of successful international raw material industry collaborations 

was presented: among industry, research institutes and geological surveys. Many of these 

collaborations were the direct outcome of discussions held at the two previous conferences. 

For instance, since then, Peru has successfully established cooperation with Copernicus, 

while the Multiscale Innovations for Sustainable Production through Integrated Industries in 

Raw Materials (MINSPIRE) platform has been set up. Future collaboration opportunities 

were presented and discussed, including the EU-Latin America Mineral Development 

Network Platform and Horizon 2020 projects, including ERA-NET Cofund (ERA-MIN 2). 

Conference participants were impressed by the continuous progress made under the EU-

Latin America Dialogue on Raw Materials both at political and technical level and they plan 

to further strengthen cooperation in the field of raw materials. 

 


